
celebration during Black History Month. Thank you to everyone 
who decided to get involved in this rich cultural celebration. Look 
for more information in the near future.
 
Elementary Buildings to Be Reconfigured for the 2023-2024 
School Year 

As part of the GHCS’s internal Academic Plan, beginning next year, 
all three elementary buildings will be completely reconfigured 
to promote uniformity-of-instruction among grades and greater 
collaboration among teachers and the student body. While we 
recognize the significance of such an operational decision, district 
leaders are also compelled to improve and enhance the delivery of 
education in the GHCS. Once again, aligning the elementary schools 
by grade level is an important step to improving the academic 
outcomes of this district. Transportation is still being finalized, 
but the GHCS is dedicated to providing the appropriate levels of 
busing when and where appropriate. More information will follow 
in the near future for students and families that are impacted by 
this decision. We thank you for your patience and for your support 
of our school district. 

Sincerely, 

Richard D. Reynolds, Ph.D. 
Superintendent 

Visit us online at: www.garfieldheightscityschools.com

Superintendent’s ReportSuperintendent’s Report
Dear Garfield Heights City Schools Community,

 
Hopefully residents of the community and 
members of our school family have had the 
opportunity to visit our website, or check 
social media, print newspapers, or even watch 
the broadcast media to see that Garfield 
Heights is home to a variety of great initiatives 
and student and staff successes. Please 
always make time to review these various 
communications channels, so that we can all 
be aware of what’s taking place in the district.

 
 
Successfully Strengthening our Partnership with the City

Connecting with Mayor Burke and the City of Garfield Heights in a 
meaningful way has been a very critical partnership, and on behalf 
of our school district, doing so will benefit the entire community. In 
traveling about to the various buildings and community entities, those 
listening to any remarks I provide will often hear me say… “We’re In 
This Together.” This means students working with senior citizens, and 
city leaders partnering with school district administration and board 
members. Investing in our students is investing in our community. One 
example of connecting with our city has come by way of our wonderful 
students visiting our city’s senior citizens. Meeting the National 
Honor Society, listening to our vocalists, and watching previews of our 
theatre department’s fall productions have all been part of our recent 
interactions. Great job to everyone involved. 

Community Engagement and Participation 

Efforts to re-engage our parents and families in meaningful ways has 
also been a priority and several initiatives have helped to do just that 
for heightened levels of interaction. In mid-December, the district 
hosted its Family Winter Wonderland to bring families together 
for some seasonal fun. Hosting students, staff, parents, and others, 
the district provided treats and refreshments, and more. In another 
example of engagement from our diversity, equity and inclusion team, 
the Mojuba Dance Collective hosted an all-call for students and staff 
members to participate as dancers and drummers for the recent Garfield Heights City Schools thanks Mayor Matt Burke and the 

City and Senior Citizens for re-establishing a great partnership!
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The Garfield Heights City Schools Treasurer’s Office has remained dedicated to keeping an open line of transparency and 
communication with the community for many years. Information is constantly being updated on the district website, so that 
citizens who are interested in learning more about the financial operations of the Garfield Heights City Schools can have the 
information they need. For example, visitors to the Finance and Business Operations page of the website can find information 
under the “Central Office” tab. Once there, please look to the far left to see a variety of options which are germane to the community. 
Readers can see month-by-month financial exhibits dating back for the last 5 years. There exists important Frequently Asked 
Questions documents about school district financial operations, along with files that inform the community on how to read a 
5-Year Financial Forecast.

In addition, important tax forms are available on the Garfield Heights City Schools website. Employees have a resource here as 
well, as they can find important personnel documents, health benefits information, and payroll forms. Updates are made to the 

Treasurer’s page on a routine and regular basis, and all of this information has been posted so that we might have an open and transparent operation. 
Not only are significant financial materials available, the Garfield Heights City Schools encourage people to review and to ask questions. Various attempts 
for further financial openness include the Citizens Finance Committee, various forums, and the ability to speak at Board meetings with questions. Take a 
moment to spend some time on this web page and review the information. You will see the vast wealth of material and documentation.  

Finally, this will be my final message to the community in which I have worked, grown up, and served in many capacities over the years, as I will be 
retiring from the Treasurer’s Office effective March 1st. I am proud of the accomplishments we have made in my time as treasurer, among them, the 
construction of a new Transportation Facility, the oversight of many renovations at Maple Leaf, William Foster, and Elmwood, and the fact that the district 
has remained fiscally responsible in its use of available funds. My approach to the Treasurer’s Office was to be efficient, open, and transparent about 
district finances. As a former resident, alumnus, and school treasurer for 18 years, I thank the community for your support, and I bid you all farewell. 
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Supporting Our Students… Encouraging Our Community… Brightening Our Futures…
On behalf of the Garfield Heights City Schools Board of Education, we thank the community for their continued support of the success of our students. 
Throughout this publication, citizens of our community will learn more about the stories and successes of our valued students and staff members. As 
everyone in the Garfield Heights City Schools community withstands the final few weeks of the winter season, our Bulldog School Family remains red-
hot with the desire to learn and succeed. We all enter into a testing season in the very near future, and the Board of Education would like to encourage 
families to continue to support our students’ growth and achievement. Shower them with support. Nurture and encourage their homework time. Make 
sure they receive adequate rest and nutrition on the days of testing. While important, let’s all remember to not put too much pressure on our students, 
and encourage them to be the best version of themselves. We will continue to stretch and grow and ultimately, earn success!

Celebrating Black History Month in the Garfield Heights City Schools 
The Month of February was celebrated as Black History Month in the Garfield Heights City Schools, and many learning opportunities took place to share 
the importance and value of Black culture with our students and staff. One culminating event that took place on Tuesday, February 28th at 7 p.m. at the 
Center for Performing Arts at Garfield Heights High School, was the Black History Month Celebration in partnership with the Mojuba Dance Collective. 
Bringing together students and staff from the entire district to perform and participate, the Black History Month Celebration was a wonderful display of 
dancing, singing, performing, and truly engaged the audience for the significance and meaning of African American heritage.

Loving Our Students of All Ages, Excepting Nothing Short of the Very Best. 
One special story promoted by the district recently caught the attention of the Board of Education, which revolved around a visit by Dr. Reynolds to our 
Kindergarten students. The Garfield Heights City Schools deeply desires to help educate and grow every child, every day…together. Such was the case 
recently as kindergarten students received a spirited T-shirt that projects their respective graduation year of 2035. Superintendent Dr. Reynolds recently 
surprised every kindergarten class to personally hand-deliver these T-shirts, that were branded for the district and proudly shared “Class of 2035” on the 
backsides. The next twelve years will be an exciting journey in the Garfield Heights City Schools, and the district is excited to help paint a vision for our 
youngest students to help them focus on their respective futures, and brings to light the significance we have as an educational institution.
 
Our job as Board Members, administrators, instructors and staff members is to truly love our children, support them in their endeavors, and watch them 
develop into the next generation of leaders. This is our passion, and this is what our Board of Education will do. We will not sit idly by and watch our 
students be victimized or bullied on social media with untrue, misinformed posts and banter. The GHCS will achieve its mission to become a premier 
institution in the State of Ohio, and we will fight to protect, empower, and affirm our students. Please join us on this quest, and we are all in this together. 

Board of Education 
Report: 2022-2023 
School Year

Heather Morrison
Member

Finance Committee
Wellness Committee

Nichelle N. Daniels
President

Legislative Committee
Policy Committee

Finance Committee

Ashley M. Thomas, M.Ed.
Member

CVC Board Rep
Policy Committee

Millette King, M.Ed., L.S.W.
Vice President

Legislative Committee
  Legislative Liaison

Anthony Isom
Member 

Community & Family 
Engagement

With Garfield Heights City Schools Treasurer  
and Business Director Allen Sluka

Board BriefBoard Brief

Talking Finance$Talking Finance$

Allen Sluka
Treasurer
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Great Stories from Around the Garfield Heights City Great Stories from Around the Garfield Heights City SchoolsSchools

On Wednesday, December 7th, Elmwood Elementary School became ground zero 
in the State of Ohio for the 2023 launch of the Ohio Skills Competition for Heroes 
League Game Day, a highly innovative, online game-based skills and learning platform 
which has been implemented since earlier this year. Elmwood has served as a pilot 
school for the program, which engages third through fifth graders in the game and 
who create their own avatars and pursue missions to learn skills in leadership, 
entrepreneurship, digital literacy, citizenship, and social and emotional skills. As one 
of the very early pilot schools, Heroes League creators chose Elmwood to launch the 
statewide competition, whereby schools using the platform will compete against 
one another through the year, keep track of results, and ultimately seek to be the 
district who most uses the game. Best of all, early data from last year’s state report 
card reveals interesting correlations between those students at Elmwood who spent 
time in the Heroes League platform, and increased test scores. The District is making 
arrangements to engage Maple Leaf and William Foster in the Heroes League and will 
continue closely monitoring the data! Be a Hero today! 

In a variety of meaningful activities over the last several months, the Garfield Heights 
City Schools has successfully reconnected with one of our most treasured groups 
of people in our community: The city’s senior citizens. Through a variety of events 
in that time, students and staff members have visited with our seniors to share 
the talents of our student body. Some of these engagements included the National 
Honor Society visiting the Civic Center to introduce themselves as leaders within 
our High School. Individual students shared about their interests and why they loved 
attending the High School so much. Ms. Joni Wanderstock observed her students 
interacting with the senior citizens as well. Nearly 40 senior citizens traveled to 
the Performing Arts Center to watch the fall preview performance by the Garfield 
Heights Theatre Department. Mr. Benjamin had his students prepared for a full dress rehearsal for our seniors, who then had the 
chance to take pictures and talk with students. Finally, Mr. Pernod’s talented vocalists and members of Music Express entertained 
senior citizens with a medley of holiday songs and seasonal tunes. Mayor Matt Burke has been exceptionally open and helpful in 
allowing the schools to attend these various events, and best of all, more are planned for the future!

Preparing students for life beyond the classroom is a stated mission throughout 
the district, but particularly so with a recent student initiative at Maple Leaf 
Elementary School where students are serving adults, while learning these 
lessons, with a Friday morning Coffee Cart. The program to launch a coffee cart 
works like this: Coffee and light refreshments are placed on a cart that is shared 
by students to adults in the main office, guidance office, and staff areas. Students 
record the proceeds in a ledger, and the funds are partially re-invested into the 
initiative to purchase more supplies, with the remaining profits going to the 
Garfield Heights Schools Foundation. While students don’t consume items on the 
coffee cart, they obtain valuable skills such as numeracy, personal finance, social 
interaction, peer communication, and maintenance. Adults should drop by Maple 
Leaf on Fridays to participate in the Coffee Cart. Congratulations to Katey Brooks 
and Candice Lanse for their leadership and helping to inspire our elementary 
students with real-world life skills. 

Elmwood Elementary School was home to the 
Statewide competition launch on Wednesday, 
December 7th for Heroes League Game Day!

The GHCS has interacted with senior citizens to 
share student talents, and more importantly, 
to engage with this most valuable group of 

citizens in our community.

Elmwood Hosts Launch of Statewide Competition for Heroes League Online Gaming and Skills Platform

Maple Leaf Elementary Students Learning Life Skills with Coffee Cart Fridays for Adult Staff Members

Garfield Heights City Schools Students with Senior Citizens

Students at Maple Leaf creatively and responsibly host 
a coffee cart every Friday to sell to adult staff members 

for profits that benefit the Schools Foundation.

This page is devoted to sharing success stories about students and staff members who are going above and beyond 
their daily routines to make a special difference in the Garfield Heights City Schools. Please see these snapshot stories 
to keep updated on new programs and initiatives underway. 
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This edition’s District Spotlight shines brightly on a newcomer to 
the Garfield Heights City Schools who is already making a positive 
impact on the entire student population, Linkage Coordinator Romie 
Graham. Using his life story, collegiate athletic accomplishments 
and professional strides as a basis for his philosophy with the 
students, Romie is attempting to positively intervene in their lives 
and help them to make wise, responsible decisions. He is the topic 
of this spotlight, so that the community can learn a bit more about 
Romie and what he does for the GHCS. 

Romie grew up in Florida, in a single-family home as the oldest 
of five brothers and sisters. Despite the impoverished upbringing, 
Romie excelled in football and baseball in high school and made 
good grades. As the oldest child in his family, he felt the responsibility 
of being an example to his siblings, which ultimately led him to 
Muskingum College where he played four years of college football 
as a wide-receiver. He earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Physical Education and Health Education. From there, Romie graduated from Otterbein University with a Master’s Degree in Allied Health and Science. 
Romie used his athletic experience to then serve as an assistant football coach at Allegheny College, and then served as a Special Teams Coaching Intern 
with the San Francisco 49ers Professional Football Team. Yet despite, all of these promising career opportunities, Romie felt the calling to help students 
succeed, avoid making negative choices and give back to the community. In the summer of 2016, from California, Romie applied to become the Linkage 
Coordinator at Garfield Heights High School. 

In this role, Romie mentors students. To him, this means that he positively engages in their world, answers questions and attempts to help students on 
the path toward success. He doesn’t have a set schedule, and every day is something new for Romie. His door is always open. Ultimately as a part of the 
Students of Promise program, Romie wants students to go to college, study and work hard and make a positive contribution to society. Throughout the year, 
he takes students on college visits and helps them with the application process. Some of the colleges that he has visited include Howard University, Morgan 
State University and Walsh University. “If I can help at least one student, then I have done my job,” says Romie. Next year, Romie will help the Bulldogs on 
the gridiron in some capacity. Please join the Garfield Heights City Schools in welcoming Romie Graham to the district. 

.
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District Spotlight:District Spotlight: An Amazing Member of the Garfield 
Heights City Schools FamilyMrs. Sarah Close

STAY INFORMED AND FOLLOW US...

The Garfield Heights City Schools would like to extend a formal word of congratulations to Mrs. Sarah 
Close, a veteran elementary school teacher in our district, who is going above-and-beyond to help 
inspire some of the youngest students in our district with compassion. She represents professionalism 
and a spirit of overcoming obstacles that she tries to infuse into her students on a daily basis, since she 
was inspired during her own experiences as a student. Please take a moment to get to know a little bit 
more about Elmwood Elementary School Kindergarten Teacher, Mrs. Sarah Close.
 
As a teacher in the Garfield Heights City Schools for more than 15 years, Mrs. Close was hired in the 
district in 2008. She’s been an elementary school instructor for that entire time, having taught first 
grade for a year, third grade for five years, and the last nine years as a Kindergarten teacher. She 
believes in the value and importance of meeting young students where they are in the early stages of 
their educational journey, and setting them on the path for success. Mrs. Close has her undergraduate 
degree from Miami University in Early Childhood Education, and a Master’s degree from Baldwin 
Wallace College, and Technology Endorsement. Beyond, she continues to develop professionally, with 
a Reading Endorsement, and 4-5 Generalist Endorsement. 

Mrs. Close shares that she became inspired to be a teacher when she was in high school and developed a very positive relationship with her math teacher and 
cross country coach, who inspired her to positivity in the classroom and on the running course. Her coach’s constant encouragement became a tremendous 
source of self-belief, and to try her best no matter what the circumstances were. These traits, she tries to instill in her students today. She believes that the 
youngest learners bring a great deal of life and energy into the classroom. Her students’ eagerness to learn, ask all types of questions, and their deep desire 
to attend school prompts her excitement, and at times silly-ness, in her teaching approach. 

In her time as a Garfield Heights teacher, she cites that in this post-pandemic climate, her focus has somewhat shifted to more on the social emotional side 
of learning, building community circle time into our week. Her class begins their days discussing their feelings with the Zones of Regulation and review our 
Vision Board to promote our best selves. We reflect and review how our feelings can change throughout the day and how we should respond to those feelings.

Mrs. Close believes that Garfield Heights City Schools has always put the needs of the students first, whether it be with providing food, school supplies, 
clothing and even family and student counseling services, and this is her attraction to our school district. “We reflect and review how our feelings can change 
throughout the day and how we should respond to those feelings,” says Mrs. Close. 

Congratulations Mrs. Sarah Close for being 
this edition’s District Spotlight.

Visit us online at: www.garfieldheightscityschools.com

Please sign up for Dr. Reynolds’ 
Monthly Emails by Visiting our Website!


